Zoroastrianism Questions

Give detailed answers

1. Read about the Epic of Gilgamesh.  What does it (and other stories) tell us about the life and religion of the Mesopotamians?

2. Summarize the Mesopotamian story of the great flood.  
3. What does the flood story say about immortality?

4. Where did Zoroastrianism originate?

5. How many Zoroastrians exist today?  Where are most found?

6. Write a brief biography of Zarathustra.

7. What is his name in Latin (in the West)?

8. What religion did Zarathustra most likely follow growing up?

9. Was Zarathustra a monotheist or a polytheist?

10. Who are the Amesha Spentas and what purpose do they serve?

11. What did Zarathustra teach?

12. What deity(ies) exist in Zoroastrianism?

13. What is the Chinvat Bridge and why is it important?

14. Briefly summarize their view of the creation of the universe.  

15. Do they believe the world, people, etc. are good or bad?

16. What is the problem (and therefore solution) for humans?

17. Describe one of their rituals.

18. What is the Tower of Silence (dakhma) and what happens there? 

19. What are the fire temples?

20. What scripture/books are studied?

21. Who are the Magi?  Why are they widely known?

22. What famous historical figures practiced, or were at least influenced by, Zoroastrianism?

23. What has Zoroastrianism been widely replaced by?

24. How are Zoroastrians viewed by other religions, especially by Christians, Muslims, and Jews?

25. Do Zoroastrians believe in conversion to their religion? Why or why not?
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