American  HISTORY

Mrs. Marissa Chavez

Room C-226

American Studies, C-243 (Periods 3 & 4)
History Office, C-229

Voice mail: 759-8449 ext. 58013 (email is preferable) 

Email: mchavez@tuhsd.k12.az.us
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Welcome to American History.  I have a degree in history from ASU, and it is my favorite subject.  I hope that you will grow to love it, if you don’t already.  I have high expectations for all of you, and this class will help prepare you for future history classes at Mountain Pointe and for all of your college classes.  Please feel free to approach me at any time if you need help or you are having difficulties at school or home.  If there is information that I need to know about you, please share it.  We can work through a situation to avoid falling behind.  However, I expect each of you to work to your fullest potential.  This class will require you to do a lot of work, including taking notes, completing readings, and writing essays.  Be prepared for that.

CLASSROOM RULES

1. Be respectful of everyone.  That includes me as the teacher, your fellow students, and yourselves.  Everyone in this class has a right to his/her own opinions, as long as they are respectful of others.

2. Be prepared and ready to learn.  Bring your necessary materials with you to class (notebook, etc.)  We have a lot of information to cover, and you will be responsible for all forms of it.  They are all fair game for tests and quizzes.  Do not throw anything away!

3. Be responsible for your own success.  The “real world” will hold you accountable for all of your choices, and I will in this class as well.  I will treat you like the young adults that you are, but that requires you to work hard and be dedicated to your own success.  The choices that you make in this class are your own and you will be responsible for the benefits or consequences.

4. No cell phones or other interruptions of the classroom learning.  
5. No cheating or plagiarism!  If you are caught cheating on a test you will receive a ZERO and be referred to the office.  I will read your homework, and if it has been copied, both parties will receive a ZERO.

My goal for this year is for you to appreciate and enjoy learning history.  I can’t make you love it as I do, but I can help you understand its importance in your life and future.
SCHOOL-WIDE BEHAVIOR PLAN
If a student’s behavior is unbecoming of a mature, young adult and is disruptive to the learning environment the following will take place:
 
1.     Verbal warning/student conference with teacher
2.     Teacher notification to parent/guardian (email or phone call depending on situation)
3.     Written referral/administrative action*
4.     Conference with teacher, parent/guardian, student, and administrator
 
*Severe infractions will result in immediate administrative action
ATTENDANCE AND MAKEUP WORK

You are expected to be in class every meeting, on time and prepared.  If you are not, it will affect your participation grade.  You will be dropped from the class when you exceed the number of absences allowed.  If you have extenuating circumstances, please see me.  

· Excused Absences: If you are absent on a due date, your work is due when you return.

· All work is due at the beginning of the period.  Even if it is in your locker, it will be considered late.  I will make an announcement, and if it is turned in after the announcement, you will receive half credit.

· If you decide not to turn in an assignment on the due date, you can turn soon after for half credit only.  

· Group Projects/Assignments: Each member of the group should protect him/herself.  If another member is absent on the due date, you will still be expected to present.  Do not let another person’s absence affect your grade. 

· If you are absent, you alone are responsible for finding out what you missed.  I cannot track all of you down to make sure you have the materials.  Please ask me before or after class and do not disrupt class time.  

· I will be available for 3o minutes before school.  I can usually be found in the Social Studies Office.  I am also happy to make an appointment to meet at another time. 
· Tests: You will have adequate preparation for tests.  Therefore, if you are absent on a test day, you must make up the test the next class.  After that, your grade will be affected.

FOOD/DRINK

There will be no food in the classroom or open drinks.  Do not try to bring them in.  Do not use a bathroom break to go get food.  It will affect your participation grade.  

GRADING

Your grades will be based on the following percentages:

Tests, Quizzes, Projects, Papers = 45%

Homework, Classwork, Participation = 45%

Notes = 10%

100-90% = A

89-80% = B

79-70% = C

69-60% = D

59% and below = F
*Participation grades do not simply rely on raising your hand or contributing to a discussion.  They will be affected by absences, tardies, negative decisions, and disciplinary situations.

Semester grades: Each quarter is worth 40% and the final exam is worth 20% of your final grade.  

EXTRA CREDIT

You will have chances to earn extra credit throughout the semester, to be determined by me.  There will be an ongoing opportunity, however, throughout the year.  One of our most valuable ways of learning history comes from hearing others’ experiences.  For any subject matter or time period, you can earn EC by talking to someone with personal experience or expertise in the area.  For example, if your grandfather fought in WWII, you may interview him about his experiences.  Turn in a two paged, typed, double-spaced paper about your talk and you will receive 15 points EC.  You may only do this assignment once per semester, but you can still do the others that I give.  It must be informative and reflect an honest effort from you.  Check with me if you have questions about what is ok.

Keep this syllabus with you in your binder.  You may need to reference it.  I look forward to working with you this year and getting to know all of you.  Please feel free to approach me with questions or concerns and we will both enjoy success!

INFORMATION PAGE

Please return (worth 5 points)

We have read the syllabus and understand and accept the responsibilities and consequences of the course outlines. 

Student name: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Student #: __________________________________________________________________________________________
Period: ______________________________________________________________________________________________
Student Signature: __________________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian names: ____________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian email addresses: __________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signatures: _______________________________________________________________________
Parents/Guardians: Please provide with me with any additional information that you would like me to know about your student.  Thanks!
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More on back 

MOVIE PERMISSION

Dear Parent or Guardian:

Throughout the US History course, I plan to show some movies or movie clips to better illustrate significant moments in history or various themes of the course.  Occasionally one of these movies is rated PG 13 or R.  While I will not show clips with sexual content and avoid profanity, some clips will show the violence associated with wars and other historical American struggles.  Below is a list of movies I plan to show either partially or fully, and only if time permits.  Please consider the list below and sign to indicate that your child has permission to view them.  Students without parent permission will be provided with an alternative assignment, and missing the movie will in no way harm his or her grade.   

Thank you

John Adams Miniseries*

Glory

Gone with the Wind*

Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee

Far and Away

Iron Jawed Angels

Fly Boys

Warm Springs

Cinderella Man

Saving Private Ryan*

Pearl Harbor*

American Pastime
Back to the Future*
* Indicates clip 

My son or daughter has permission to view the clips and movies listed above.

Parent or Guardian Signature_________________________________________________________________

Student Name_________________________________________________________________________________
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