WORLD RELIGIONS

Mrs. Marissa Chavez


Room: C-226

History Office: C-229

Room C-243 for Periods 3 & 4
Email: mchavez@tempeunion.org 
Welcome to an exciting course here at Mountain Pointe.  You are among a select number of high school students across the country to have the opportunity for a course like this.  This course is modeled after college level courses in Religious Studies, and will prepare you such classes.  Your success and how much you enjoy this course will depend on how much you, the student, participate in it.  This class will be discussion based, and you will be expected to ask questions and add your opinion.  

Please feel free to approach me at any time if you need help or you are having difficulties at school or home.  If there is information that I need to know about you, please share it.  We can work through a situation to avoid falling behind.  However, I expect each of you to work to your fullest potential.  This class will require you to do a lot of work, including writing papers and completing readings.  Be prepared for that.

CLASSROOM RULES

1. Be respectful of everyone.  That includes me as the teacher, your fellow students, and yourselves.  Everyone in this class has a right to his/her own opinions, as long as they are respectful of others.

2. Be prepared and ready to learn.  Bring your necessary materials with you to class (notebook, etc.)  We have a lot of information to cover, and you will be responsible for all forms of it.  They are all fair game for tests and quizzes.  Do not throw anything away!

3. Be responsible for your own success.  The “real world” will hold you accountable for all of your choices, and I will in this class as well.  I will treat you like the young adults that you are, but that requires you to work hard and be dedicated to your own success.  The choices that you make in this class are your own and you will be responsible for the benefits or consequences.

4. No electronics.  This is your warning.  This is a school policy that must be followed.  You will immediately receive a sticker and a referral.  
5. No cheating or plagiarism!  If you are caught cheating on a test you will receive a ZERO and be referred to the office.  I will read your homework, and if it has been copied, both parties will receive a ZERO.  All papers will be submitted through turnitin.com.
ATTENDANCE AND MAKEUP WORK

You are expected to be in class every meeting, on time and prepared.  You will be dropped from the class if you exceed the number of allowed absences.  If you have extenuating circumstances, please see me.  

· All work is due at the beginning of the period on the due date. If the work is not printed, or in your locker, it is considered late and therefore half credit.
· Excused Absences: If you are absent on a due date, you must turn in the work the next class period.  Anything later than that will earn you half credit.
· If you decide not to turn in an assignment on the due date, you can turn it in one class late for half credit only.  After that it will not be accepted at all.

· Group Projects/Assignments: Each member of the group should protect him/herself.  If another member is absent on the due date, you will still be expected to present.  Do not let another person’s absence affect your grade. 

· If you are absent, you alone are responsible for finding out what you missed.  Please ask me before or after class and do not disrupt class time.  

· I am available 30 minutes before school and by appointment.  I can usually be found in the Social Studies Office.  I am only here through 4th period, so you must plan ahead if you need to meet with me. 
· Tests: You will have adequate preparation for tests.  Therefore, if you are absent on a test day, you must make up the test by the next time we meet.  After that, your grade will be affected.

PAPERS

You will have a series of papers due throughout the course.  You will receive full instructions for each later.  All papers will be turned in via turnitin.com and you must follow MLA guidelines for each. You will be responsible for visiting a religious ceremony or event, reading and reviewing a religious or spiritual book, and reviewing a religious work of art.
FOOD/DRINK

There will be no food in the classroom or open drinks.  Do not try to bring them in.  Do not use a bathroom break to go get food. It will affect your participation grade. 

GRADING

Each quarter is worth 40% and the final exam is worth 20% of your final grade. Your grades will be based on the following percentages:

Tests & Papers = 40%

Everything else (Projects, Homework, Classwork, & Participation) = 60%

100-90% = A

89-80% = B

79-70% = C

69-60% = D

59% and below = F

Finally: religion can be a touchy subject.  People have strong beliefs and opinions about it and are quick to defend them.  Many people do not believe in discussing religion at all, or learning about it.  This class MUST be respectful at all times.  Jokes and stereotypes will not be tolerated.  If at any time you are hurtful or disrespectful about this subject, you will be removed from the classroom and will lose participation points for the day.  I will determine if additional discipline is required.  

In addition, we will have a series of guest lecturers to hear more about personal experiences in various religions.   Please keep in mind that these lecturers may be biased about their religion.  We will keep open minds as listeners at all times.  

I am excited that you have chosen to take this class.  It is something I have enjoyed studying, and I think it is a very important subject for the world to pay attention to.  Thanks for taking the opportunity to try it!
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Parents/Guardians: Please provide with me with any additional information that you would like me to know about your student.  Thank you and feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns throughout the semester.






