
Direct Democracy in Arizona 

Vocabulary  

• Indirect Democracy – People choose 

representatives to make the laws for them.  

 

• Direct Democracy – the people vote on a 

proposed law or amendment or on removing 

someone from office themselves. (There is no 

direct democracy on the national level – the 

nation is too big.  People making and voting on 

their own laws would not work. ) 

 

 

 



Direct Democracy in 

Arizona 

Allows people to: 

• Vote directly on laws and 

amendments to the state 

constitution 

• Remove elected officials from 

office 

 



Direct Democracy in 

Arizona 
Proposition – a proposed law or amendment 

to the State Constitution.  

• Initiative (starts with voters) 

• Referendum (Referred from state 

legislature) 

• Recall (Special election to decide if 

official can complete term of office)  





Direct Democracy in 

Arizona 
Initiative allows citizens to make laws 

directly without the legislature or 

governor 

• People gather signatures on petitions to 

get proposal place on election ballot.  

 

 



Constitutional initiative 

• Allows citizens to propose and approve 

changes to the state constitution 

 

Legislative initiative 

• Allows citizens to propose and approve 

changes to state law 

 



Direct Democracy in 

Arizona 
Referendum- Citizens review (vote on) a 

new law or constitutional amendment after 

the state legislature has passed it.   

• Constitutional referendum-refers an 

amendment to the state constitution 

approved by the legislature to the voters.  

Happens automatically.  

• Legislative referendum- the state 

legislature sends a bill to the voters rather 

than the governor for approval.  



Direct Democracy in 

Arizona 

Recall- forces a special election to decide if 

a government official can complete his/her 

term.  

• Requires petition signatures equal to 25% 

of the total vote for that office in the last 

election.  



Direct Democracy in 

Arizona 
Problems with direct democracy 

• Requires a lot of time, effort and money to be 

successful 

• Not many people vote on initiative and 

referendum issues 

• “Yes/no” vote no opportunity for compromise or 

change.  

 

Best protection against bad laws: Citizens who are 

aware.  









Direct Democracy Review 

1. What is an initiative? 

 



Direct Democracy Review 

1. Initiative: 

–The people gather 

petitions to place a 

proposition on the ballot 



Direct Democracy Review 

2. What is a referendum? 



Direct Democracy 

2. Referendum 

–When the state legislature 

sends a proposed law to the 

voters for their approval 

 



Direct Democracy 

3. What is a Recall?  



Direct Democracy Review 

3. Recall 

•The people vote to retain or 

remove an elected official 

 


