Chinese and Western Concepts of Time: the Chinese Animal Birthday Signs

The Chinese animal birthday signs have often been termed the Chinese zodiac, but there is almost no relation between the Western zodiac and the Chinese birthday signs. The Western zodiac describes a ring of constellations that lines the ecliptic, which is the apparent path of the sun across the sky over the course of the year. The zodiac is a celestial coordinate system. The observation of the heavens along these lines dates back to Hellenistic and Babylonian astronomy.

The Chinese animal signs are a 12-year cycle used for dating the years. They represent a cyclical concept of time, rather than the Western linear concept of time. The Chinese Lunar Calendar is based on the cycles of the moon, and is constructed in a different fashion than the Western solar calendar. In the Chinese calendar, the beginning of the year falls somewhere between late January and early February. The Chinese have adopted the Western calendar since 1911, but the lunar calendar is still used for festive occasions such as the Chinese New Year. Many Chinese calendars will print both the solar dates and the Chinese lunar dates.

The twelve Chinese signs are: rat, ox, tiger, rabbit, dragon, snake, horse, ram, monkey, rooster, dog, pig. Many Chinese do believe that fortune will follow behavior associated with the dominant features of an animal sign.

The word astrology, and astronomy too, comes from the Greek word astron, which means star. There are some other interesting origins of words that are linked to the stars or planets too. The word disaster, for example, comes from the Latin dis-aster meaning bad star. We sometimes call a crazy or strange person a lunatic (or the shortened form loony), this is from the word lunar meaning moon – it was believed that the moon could make some people crazy, especially a full moon. A jovial person is jolly because they are influenced by Jove, the Latin word for the planet Jupiter. Finally, the word influenza, or flu, comes from the Latin influentia. It was believed the illness was caused by unfavorable star influences. And of course we call famous singers or film actors stars in recognition of the lucky stars that have brought them fame and fortune.

1. Visit http://www.chineseastrology.com/findyourchinesesign.html.  
Which animal represents your birth year?  List 5 positive traits that you are supposed to have.

2. Do you agree with these traits?  Why or why not?  Give an example of how you see them work in your life.

3. Read from several sites about your characteristics.  List 5 negative traits that you are supposed to have.

4. Do you agree with these traits?  Why or why not?  Give an example of how you see them work in your life.

5. Now read from several sites about your Western zodiac sign.  What is your sign?

6. List 5 positive traits that you are supposed to have.
7. Do you agree with these traits?  Why or why not?  Give an example of how you see them work in your life.

8. List 5 negative traits that you are supposed to have.

9. Do you agree with these traits?  Why or why not?  Give an example of how you see them work in your life.

10. Visit  http://www.cafeastrology.com/numerology.html to find your numerology “birth path number” and/or your “name number” and read about them.  Are there any similarities to the Chinese or Western zodiacs?  Explain.

11. Summarize the similarities and/or differences that you notice between these studies. 
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